It  BALZAC'S  COMPLEX   CHARACTER
perated, and took up their pens, noi Lo give a fair account of what really happened, but to justify themselves against JJal/ac's aspersions. Virerdet's book is an instance of this*. .Beneath the extra \ragant admiration he expresses for the "great writer," with his "heart of* gold/' a glint can be seen from time to time of the animus which inspired him when he wrote, and we feel that his statements must be received with caution, and do not add much to our real knowledge of Balzac.
Nevertheless, though there are still blank spaces to be filled, as well as di/Iiculties to overcome and puzzles to unravel, much fresh informaLion has lately been discovered about the great writer, notably the " Lettres a rEtrangere," published in 18()!i? a collection of some of the letters written by Balzac, from 1833 to 1848, to Madame Hanska, the Polish lady who afterwards became his wife. These letters, which are the property of the Vieornte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul, give many interesting details, and alter the earlier view of several points in Ual'/iic's career and diameter ; but the volume is .large,, arid takes some time to rend It is therefore thought, that us those who would seem competent, by tlieir knowledge mul skill, to overcome the difficulties of writing a complete and exhaustive life are silent, a short sketch, which can claim nothing more than correctness of detail ma}' not be unwelcome. It contains no attempt to give what could only be a very inadequate criticism of the books of the great